Salem’s Story

November
2021

Jeff’s Journal
“The more you know…”
Since 1989 NBCUniversal has aired PSAs (Public Service Announcements) across its media platforms entitled, The More You
Know. These segments cover a wide range of topics such as health, education, the environment, diversity, and civic
engagement. These segments have won multiple awards over the years, and the premise behind them is, the more
information we have about our society and our world, the more understanding we might have, and this will help us in building
a better future together.
On a more localized note, recently the conversation around the gate in the church parking lot has come to the forefront once
again. The conversation this time seems to have stemmed from a couple of accidents at the intersections across from the
church. There remains a certain amount of misunderstanding and misinformation among our neighbors about the traffic
light at Hwy. 6 and Farming Creek Rd.
So, I want to use this opportunity to give you some background information so you will know more about this issue, which
may help you share a more complete picture if and when this conversation may present itself to you. So here are some
bullet points around this situation, and hopefully “the more you know” about it, better understanding may develop:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Prior to the traffic light installation, Salem UMC, along with many in the community, argued that the light was better
placed at Salem Church Road, not Farming Creek Rd.
The SCDOT made the determination based upon their studies that the light should be placed at the intersection with
Farming Creek Rd.
The light was originally going to be a 3-way light, facing both directions of Hwy. 6, and Farming Creek Rd. Salem
UMC, as a neighborly gesture in an attempt to alleviate congestion at the Salem Church Rd. intersection when we
have large crowds arriving for and leaving from services, worked with the highway department on the installation of
a 4th light facing the church parking lot. Salem UMC paid the additional cost for this 4th direction of the light, and the
addition of the private driveway into the parking lot.
Safety issues and concerns arose shortly thereafter when individuals used the private drive to cut through our
parking lot to access Salem Church Rd., often coming through at high rates of speed, causing some close calls with
persons coming into and out of our buildings, including elderly persons and children. Many folks use our buildings
at all hours of the day and night, and safety became of paramount concern.
To address this issue, the Trustees of Salem UMC initially installed signs indicating “Private Property” which did not
work. Then additional signage stating “Church parking. No through way.” were installed, again, to no avail, and the
dangerous conditions for pedestrians in our parking lot continued.
Ultimately, the decision was made to install a gate in order to preserve safety throughout the week, and also allowing
us to open it on Sunday mornings to help alleviate traffic congestion at the Salem Church Rd. intersection.
Additionally, the parking lot is not engineered and paved in the same manner as a public street or highway, so it is
not designed to handle heavy traffic on a daily basis.

So, these are the basic points of interest around the gate issue that hopefully describe a more complete picture than what
is often shared out in the community. When you have the opportunity to respond when this conversation may arise again,
please do so in a neighborly way, not a combative way. We simply want to share a more complete story. I believe that the
more folks know about it, the more understanding some will likely become.
In the meantime, Salem has continued to petition SCDOT to consider a light at Salem Church Rd., and we invite our neighbors
to join us in addressing these concerns together.

Blessings for the continued journey!
Jeff

Don't forget
to join us for
Children's
Sunday
School every
Sunday
morning at
9:30
downstairs!

Our Christmas Production
will be during the 10:30 worship service on
December 5th. We are practicing during
Escape on Sunday evenings from 5-6pm.
"Dress" rehearsal will be Saturday, December

4th at 10:00 am. Please mark your
calendars!

Youth News
Sunday School continues weekly with Doughnuts and Disciples.
We will continue with watching and discussing the lives of the Disciples
as seen through the lens of the new show "The Chosen".
We invite all youth to join us weekly at 9:30 A.M.
Youth Group will be held on Sunday Nights ONLY on the 14 and 21 of the month of November.
Youth retreat November 5-7 to Myrtle Beach (registration is closed for this trip)
November 28 will be no Youth Group due to Thanksgiving Holidays.
We will reconvene on Sunday, December 5 and December 12 with a
Youth Christmas Party on Sunday, December 12. More info to come with this.
Youth Sunday will be held on Sunday, February 6. We will begin preparations in January.
If you want to be a part of this service, please make plans to attend during January at Youth Group.

OASIS - Thanksgiving Feast
Join us on Tuesday, November 16 at 11:30 for our annual
Thanksgiving Feast ~ an event you won’t want to miss! We will gather in the fellowship
hall and enjoy the traditional meal of turkey, ham and all the trimmings catered by Tim
Scott catering. There will be no charge for the meal but reservations are required no
later than Thursday, November 11.

Ladies Lunch Bunch
Miyo’s at 12:00
in their back room on
Monday, November 22
(1220 Bower Parkway)
Mission Collection

Methodist Men

The Missions committee will be collecting
winter coats for The Real Church and the
Homeless community downtown. Please

The Methodist Men will meet at 7:00 A.M. on Sunday,
November 21 in the Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy
Fellowship, great food and a time with Joel Collins
leading us on many different pieces of information in
relation to different things in history. All men are
invited to join us.
Make plans to join us the third Sunday of each
month for breakfast.

THANK YOU
My Dearest Salem Church Family,
I would like to take this time to say Thank You
for all the prayers, calls, cards and the concerns
that my church family has had for me while I
was in the hospital and at home. It meant a
lot to me. May God bless each and everyone of
you.
Love & Blessings,
Mrs. Linda F. Koon

bring any new or gently used coats for this
project and leave them in the baskets
outside of the Fellowship Hall.

The Bazaar
The Bazaar is scheduled for December 11th and
we hope everyone puts this date on their
calendar to come shop. The time of the event is
9 - 2. We look forward to seeing you there!
If you or someone you know is interested in
setting up a table please contact Millie Fore
920-5261 or Sandra Durst 600-6206 for more
information.

Thank You

I wanted to thank everyone at Salem for your
thoughts, prayers, cards and calls during my
knee replacement and recovery. Linda and I
will be back in worship very soon.
Thank you again, Bill Walker

Christmas Mission
Project
Christmas
Mission
Project
Christmas Mission Project

This holiday season at SUMC we will once again be supporting the Prisma Health Children’s
Hospital Child Life Team. The Child Life department assists children from birth thru the teenage
years so there is a wide-range of shopping opportunities – the infection control policy requires that
all donations must be NEW with original tags and/or packaging. New this year, for safety reasons
they cannot accept socks. A list of suggested items can be found below. In order to support this
mission, we ask that all donations be left unwrapped and placed in a designated area of the
Welcome Center by Wednesday, December 15th.
Current high-priority needs:
• Adult coloring books
• Adult-sized t-shirts
• Baby onesies
• Bottles and sippy cups
• DVDs
• Canvases
• Eye masks for sleeping
• Individual crafts
• LEGO party packs
• Model Magic
• Over-the-door basketball
hoops
• Paint pens
• Play-doh tools
• Phone chargers
• Pop-its/fidget toys
• Small baby musical toys
• Sound machines
• Stress balls
• Teen-sized pajama pants
• Toddler toys
• Uno cards
• Xbox One games
Helpful donations for all ages:
Infant items:
• Baby blankets
• Pacifiers
• Lullaby boxes
• Busy boxes
• Bottles
• Crib attachments
• Oballs
• Light-up/musical toys
• Sippy cups
Toddler/preschool:
• Mr. Potato Head
• Fisher Price® Farm/Little
People
• Sound books/board
books
• Light-up/musical toys
• Interactive toys (Vtech®
& LeapFrog®)

•

Baby dolls of all
ethnicities (especially
African-American)
• Bilingual toys & books
(English/Spanish)
• Magna Doodles
• Medical play kits
• Duplos®
• Plastic dinosaurs & zoo
animals
• Push cars/wagons/scoot
toys
• View-Master® & slides
School age:
• Barbie® & Barbie clothes
• My Little Pony®
• Monster High®
• Littlest Pet Shop
• Matchbox®/Hot Wheels®
cars
• Action figures (SpiderMan, Hulk, Ninja Turtles,
Wrestling, etc.)
• G.I. Joe
• Nerf guns
• Lego® kits for boys and
girls ages 10+
• Puzzles (under 100
pieces)
• “I Spy” books
Teens:
• Gift cards (iTunes,
Starbucks, Walmart,
Target, Amazon, etc.)
• Jewelry
• Lip gloss
• Nail polish/mani-pedi kits
• iPods®
• Remote control cars
• Balls (sports, Nerf)
• Journals
• Headphones
• Universal phone chargers
(Android/Apple)
• Wireless speakers

Games:
• Board games
• UNO®/Phase 10 cards
• Playing cards
• Nintendo® DS & games
(up to Teen rating)
• Wii™, PS3™ & Xbox 360
games (up to Teen rating)
• Xbox 360 (wireless
controllers)
Crafts:
• Stickers
• Crayola®
crayons/markers (Crayola
products are latex free)
• Coloring books
• Individual water color
painting sets with brush
• Dot paint
• Paint by numbers
• Word search/crossword
puzzle books
• Paint with water books
• Beads
• Jewelry making kits
• Wood & ceramic objects
to paint
• Picture frames to
decorate
Miscellaneous:
• Fleece blankets (bright
colors & patterns for all
ages)
• Stuffed animals
• Current DVDs up to PG13
• Pajama pants (all sizes)
• Underwear (all sizes)
• Tervis®-style tumblers
• Batteries (all types,
especially C & D)
• Window clings
• Single-sized bed sheet
sets (Bright colors &
patterns and/or characterthemed for all ages)

Memorials & Honorariums
Building Fund
Cemetery Fund

In loving memory of Willard Nash by
Melinda Hydrick
Don & Miriam Lovett
In loving memory of Jan Prosser by
Kathleen M. Propp

In loving memory of Quinton Meetze by
Ryan & Maria Cole & family
Hood Construction Company, Inc.
Betty Meetze
Joseph & Rhonda Metz

General Fund

In loving memory of Willard Nash by
Larry & June Salters

In loving memory of Quinton Meetze by
John & Linda Gibbons
Marie Wells & Robert Branham
Ron & Deborah Joye

Christmas Poinsettias
If you would like to place a poinsettia in the Church for Christmas, or donate to our Building Fund in honor of
or in memory of a loved one, please complete the form below. Poinsettias will be $13.00 each. A listing of all poinsettias and
donations will be inserted in the bulletins on Sunday, December 12th and Sunday, December 19th. A listing will also be in the
newsletter. Poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas Eve service on December 24th. Please place the completed
form along with payment marked “poinsettia” in the offering plate, or drop it by the Church Office. The deadline for receiving
forms and payment is Sunday, November 14th. Names only please, no special messages will be added. Please print clearly.

Poinsettias
In Loving Memory of:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
In Lieu Of Poinsettias, Donation to the Building Fund
In Loving Memory of:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
In Honor of:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Given by:______________________________________________
Total # of Poinsettias @ $13.00 each _____.
Total amount enclosed $_________.
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Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Thursday

Friday

4

5

Joy Circle 10:00 WBS 6:00

7
All Saints
Sunday

Saturday
6

Youth Retreat Youth Retreat

Bible Study 6:00

PBS 9:00

Cavin Circle 10:00

LMA Mtg 7:00

8

9

10

11

Bible Study 6:00

PBS 9:00

12

13

19

20

Newsletter
Deadline

Girl Scouts 6:00

Youth Retreat

14

Youth 5:00

21
UMM 7:00a.m.
Youth 5:00

15

16

Staff Meeting
10:30
UMW Executive
Meeting 10:30

22

17

18

OASIS 11:30

23

Fellowship Hall Reserved

24

Ladies Lunch
Bunch 12:00 at
Miyo’s

25

26

27

Office Closed for
Thanksgiving

Missions 7:00

28

29

30

Weekdays

Sundays

Notes

8:30
9:30
10:30
5:00

Outside Worship Service
Sunday School
Worship Service
Escape / Play Practice

7:00 PM Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday

AA

7:00 PM Wednesday

Choir Practice
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Newsletter Information
Church Office Hours

Worship Hours

Monday - Thursday
8:30-12:00 1:00-3:30
803-781-1626
E-mail: smethodist@aol.com
website: salemumcsc.com

Early Worship: 8:30 am
Sunday School: 9:30 am
Sunday Morning
Worship: 10:30 am

CCLI #1562077

If you would like to receive this newsletter by
e-mail, or if you have questions, comments, or
articles for the newsletter, please send an e-mail
or call the church.
Anyone who would like to submit an article or
item for the December newsletter should do so by
November 11th.

E-Giving
OUR MINISTRY TEAM
Jeff Childress — Pastor
Ashley Anderson — Children’s Ministries
Sarah Bridges — Director of Music
Stephanie Knott — Pianist
Angie Lain — Business/Finance Manager
Miriam Y. Lovett — Organist
Jim Magann — Youth/Outreach Ministries
Tina Overton — Director of Creative Ministries
Marie Wicker — Administrative Assistant

Please prayerfully consider giving to Salem United
Methodist Church through our e-Giving program.
Scan the QR code below to be taken to Salem’s
donation page to present you offering.

￼
You can also visit the link:
https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Giving/ncs-2365

