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Repeat the Sounding Joy! 

 

As we enter and engage in these seasons of Advent and Christmas, I am reminded once again of 

the dichotomy that exists this time of year.  On a purely secular and calendar level, we are wrap-

ping up another year.  (By the way, I think this was the fastest year on record.)  But on a church 

and religious level, Advent begins a new year, and the amazing story of the birth, life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus begins again.  It’s an interesting thought that in this season we are ending 

and beginning at the same time. 

 

The older I get the more I appreciate the rhythms and seasons of life, especially those we find in 

nature.  One of the many benefits we have living in South Carolina is that we experience 4 distinc-

tive seasons.  Just like all other parts of our lives, these seasons have less of a hard beginning and 

end, as they  tend more to blend into one another in relatively seamless ways.   It seems to be    

divinely inspired how the seasons also repeat the story of birth, life, death, and resurrection, with 

the birth of new life in spring, the flourishing life of summer, the dying of fall, and death and dark-

ness of winter, gladly to be followed once again with new birth found in another spring. 

 

It’s no accident that we decided long ago to celebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25.  The 

symbolism of the shortest (the least amount of daylight) and darkest days of winter are followed 

by the coming of the Light of the World, and the amazing story of hope, peace, joy, and love that 

ensues, is powerful and lifegiving.  The repetition of this story being told year after year keeps it 

alive in our hearts and continues to shape and form us as Christ followers. 

 

May we cheerfully and gratefully live into the continuing seasons of life and love, open to the 

transformational possibilities and promises of new life that are always before us.  As the hymn, Joy 

to the World, sings out, “Repeat the sounding joy!”, this is what we do in our Christian faith tradi-

tion as we live into and through our liturgical seasons each year.  May we continue to experience 

in new ways the flourishing life that Jesus offers.   

 

Merry Christmas, and blessings for the coming New Year! 

 

Pastor Jeff  



 

The Children are very excited this year to be joining the Church Choir for the Christmas Cantata. 
The children will be acting out Luke 2: 1-20 while Rev. Childress reads the  story                         
and the choir sings the songs of the Cantata. They will be playing the roles of Mary,                  
Joseph, Shepherds, sheep and angels.                                                                           

The Children will then have their Christmas Party on Sunday, December 11                                  
enjoying food, fellowship and much more.  

Cavin-Joy-Love Circles  
will meet at Tonella’s for Christmas Luncheon on Wednesday, December 7, 2022, at 11:30 A.M. 

The month of December will be a busy one for the Youth of Salem UMC. They will be a part of many things and hope 

the rest of Salem will support all they are doing. 

Sunday, December 4 the Youth will be a part of the "A" shift at the Living Christmas Story at Union UMC. They will be 

villagers in this story and we would love for everyone to come out and support this ministry of Union and our youth 

working alongside them. The times will be 6:30 - 8:30p.m. 

Saturday, December 10 - We have several youth that will be going to Daytona, Florida this summer for a United    

Methodist Youth Leadership Conference. They will be raising money for this trip and one of the first will be selling 

lunches at the Salem Craft Bazaar. They will be selling hot dogs (w/ chili), chips, treats and drinks for $5. They are also 

looking for people to donate baked goods that they can sell as well. If you would like to donate one, please contact  

Autumne Smith at autumnesmith452@gmail.com 

Sunday, December 11 - The youth will enjoy a "Grinch" Christmas party. They will wear their best Grinch shirt or  

sweater and bring a $10 fun gift for the gift exchange. The party will be from 4:30 - 6:00p.m. 

Sunday, December 11 - This will be the last day the youth will be a part of collecting items for the Children's Hospital 

downtown. If you would like to donate any items, please do so by December 11. They will be delivered the morning of 

December 12.  

Finally, the youth will be selling Luminaries for the Christmas Eve service. Sign-ups to purchase these will be in the    

bulletin until December 11 and the Luminaries will be out for the Christmas Eve Service. 

Missions                                                                                               
The Missions Committee of Salem UMC is launching a Mission project that they will be looking for support and help 
from the entire church. We, as Salem UMC, have agreed to remodel and update the Recreation Room, Weight room 

and other areas of Epworth Children's Home. We will be looking for people to sign up to help with the work,       
provide items requested, as well as provide meals for those working. The project will be revealed in detail beginning 
in  January, 2023. The dates of the work will be Wednesday, April 26 through Wednesday, May 3. Please be  looking 

out for more details of this church wide project. 

Thanks to …     

 
Some of the arrangements  

delivered in November 
 

 



Memorials  
In Loving Memory of Joanne Childress 

Building Fund 

Nancy Benson Chambers 
Rick & Cheryl Denton 

Jim & Marie Lewis 
Don & Miriam Lovett 

Bill & Susan Price 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Larry & June Salters 

In Loving Memory of Rosemary Craft 
Building Fund 

Rick & Cheryl Denton 

Jim & Marie Lewis 

Don & Miriam Lovett 

David & Martina Thomas 
 

Cemetery Fund 

Larry & June Salters 

 
 

In Loving Memory of Mildred Davis 
General Fund 

John & Emma Davis 
 

In Loving Memory of John Gibson 
General Fund 

John & Emma Davis 
 

In Loving Memory of Libby Evans Green  
Building Fund 

Teddy & Pete Hornsby 
 

In Loving Memory of Reid Grimes  
Cemetery Fund 

Jimmy & Joyce Grimes 
 

In Loving Memory of Lamar Priester  
General Fund 

Jim & Marie Lewis  Don & Miriam Lovett    

Assisting with Communion 
Communion is a sacred sacrament of the United 
Methodist Church and the distribution of the       
elements is one of several discipleship opportuni-
ties Salem would like to extend to its mem-
bers.  Communion is offered the first Sunday of 
each month.  If you are interested in assisting     
Pastor Jeff with the sacrament of holy  communion, 
we encourage your participation and ask you to 
place your name on the sign-up sheet located in 
the Welcome Center.  Pastor Jeff will contact you 
prior to your participation to ensure you are        
adequately prepared.  

Thank You!      
I wanted to say thank you for all the cards, phone 
calls, texts, food,  hugs and support that we have 
received from our Salem family. We are very blessed 
to have you in our life and we wanted to thank you 
for all your concern and love during this hard time 
of losing my mom, Rosemary Craft.  Thank you to 
Faith Circle For providing a nice meal after the     
service. It was greatly appreciated by the whole 
family.  

Thank you again for everything,   

Millie and Phillip Fore  

Honorariums 
In Honor of  

Sarah Brown, Linda F lake, 
Maureen Taylor, Eileen Leoncavallo 

General Fund 

John & Emma Davis 

 

In Honor of  
Ms. Anita Weed’s 90th Birthday 

Building Fund 

Dan & Carla Jennings & Family 

General Fund 

Ronnie & Debbie Joye 



 

High-Priority Items: 

• Animal/character figurines 

• Baby Einstein aquarium 

• Beaded bracelet kits 

• Boy clothes (toddler–teen) 

• Coloring packs 

• Crayola crayons (small packs) 

• Crib mirrors 

• Crinkle books for babies 

• E-rated Xbox and PlayStation games 

• Gift cards (Visa, Amazon, iTunes, Subway, etc.) 

• Hot Wheels/Matchbox cars 

• Light up/musical toys for toddlers 

• Mega and Duplo blocks 

• Pop-its/fidget toys 

• Push trucks (ex: Tonka) 

• Rattles and small baby toys, sound machines, link a doos 

• School age/teenage games (ex: Sorry, Trouble, UNO,                             

        Monopoly, Jenga) 

• Sippy cups 

• Small Lego kits 

• Stress balls (Nee-Doh or mesh) 

• Superhero action figures 

 
Infant Items: 
• Teething rings 

• Baby blankets 

• Pacifiers 

• Lullaby boxes 

• Busy boxes 

• Crib attachments 

• Oballs 

• Light-up/musical toys 

Christmas Mission Project 
 

This holiday season at SUMC we will be supporting the Prisma Health Children’s Hospital Child Life Holiday      
Market. Donations are used to set up a “store” for inpatient families, and parents/caregivers are provided with 
tickets to redeem for gifts. The Holiday Market enables parents/caregivers to “shop” for holiday gifts and have 
them wrapped by the Child Life Specialists without having to leave the hospital. The Child Life department assists 
children from birth thru the teenage years so there is a wide-range of shopping opportunities – a list of their    
current biggest needs is provided below. Please be mindful that the infection control policy requires that all      
donations must be NEW with original tags and/or packaging and unfortunately they cannot accept socks. In order 
to support this mission, we ask that all donations be left unwrapped and placed in the Narthex by Sunday,         
December 11th.  

Teen Items: 

• Gift cards (iTunes, Starbucks, Walmart, Target,         

        Amazon, etc.) 

• Jewelry 

• Lip gloss 

• Nail polish/mani-pedi kits 

• Remote control cars 

• Balls (sports, Nerf) 

• Journals 

• Headphones 

• Universal phone chargers (Android/Apple) 

• Wireless speakers 

 

Miscellaneous: 

• Fleece blankets (bright colors & patterns for all  

        ages) 

• Current DVDs up to PG-13 

• Pajama pants (all sizes) 

• Underwear (all sizes) 

• Tervis®-style tumblers 

• Batteries (all types, especially C & D) 

• Window clings 

• Single-sized bed sheet sets (Bright colors &  

        patterns and/or character-themed for all ages) 

• Holiday themed wrapping paper/gift bags/tissue      

         paper 



       

 

  

Honor your loved ones by reserving your luminary bag by Sunday, December 11. 

A commemorative bulletin insert will be printed for the Christmas Eve Service.   

Please note: Names received after Dec. 11 are not guaranteed to be printed in bulletin  

due to time needed to get everything created and printed. 

Minimum donation of $1.00 per bag 

Please Print 
  

In Honor Of: _________________________________________________  

Given By: ____________________________________________________ 
  

In Honor Of: _________________________________________________  

Given By: ____________________________________________________ 
  

In Honor Of: _________________________________________________  

Given By: ____________________________________________________ 
  

In Honor Of: _________________________________________________  

Given By: ____________________________________________________ 
  

In Memory Of: ________________________________________________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________ 
  

In Memory Of: ________________________________________________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________ 
  

In Memory Of: ________________________________________________ 

Given By: ____________________________________________________ 
  

You may add additional names on a separate sheet. The funds will assist in offsetting costs for the Youth Leadership 

Conference. The youth trip will be in the Summer of 2023. 

 

OASIS  Christmas 
Join us for a Christmas concert               
performance by Dawn Smith Jordan 
on Tuesday, Dec 13th at 11:30 in the           
Fellowship Hall.  We will enjoy lunch      

together followed by the concert.     OASIS will   
provide chicken and all those signed up are asked 
to bring a side dish.  Call the church office by  
Thursday, Dec. 8th to RSVP and share an item you 
would like to bring. 

The  winner 

of the      

Turkey Hat  

at the      

November 

OASIS. 

Lou Holmes 



The United Women in Faith  World Thank Luncheon  

Our Newsletter is                      
Going Digital! 

Following recent conversations with the Salem UMC 
staff and Church Council, beginning in January 2023, 
we will be primarily offering our monthly news-
letter electronically, as a way to be better stewards of 
our resources.  This will greatly reduce the use of     
paper, toner, postage, and time.  We will still be offering 
printed newsletters for those who do not have a way to 
receive them electronically.  If you need to continue to 
receive a paper copy, please contact the church office 
and let us know. 

 

  Craft Bazaar     

We are planning to have the Bazaar this year on  
December 10 from 9 - 2.  If you or someone you 
know is interested in being a vendor let  Millie Fore 
(803-920-5261) or Sandra Durst (803-600-6206) 
know and they will send you the registration and  
information.  We are excited to be able to do this 
indoors this time.   



  

    December 2022 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 

 

2 

 

3 

Sanctuary      

reserved 3-4 

4   

Sanctuary      

reserved 4:00 

Fellowship 

Hall reserved 5

5 

Faith Circle 6  

  

6                    

UWF Executive 

Committee 

11:15 @ Peanut 

Man Cafe 

7  

Cavin, Joy, Love   

Circles  11:30   

@Tonella’s 

 Blood Drive 12-5      

8    

 

9 

Set up for  

Bazaar 

10 

Bazaar 9-2 

Cantata Practice 

9-12 Sanctuary 

11 

Cantata 

Movie night 3-5 

12 

 Girl Scouts 

6:00     

Staff Meeting 

10:30 

13 

OASIS  11:30 

14 

Newsletter          

Deadline 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

Nurses Honor 

Guard FH 10:00 

18 

UMM 8:00 FH 

19        Ladies’ 

Lunch Bunch 

12:00  Liberty 

on the Lake 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 24 

Christmas Eve 

Service 5:30 

25 

Merry 

Christmas! 

26 27 

 

28 

 

29 30 31 

Notes:        Sundays                                                        Weekdays 

7:00 AM Wednesday         AA               
7:00 PM Wednesday                                         Choir Practice 
7:00 PM Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday          AA              
 

  9:30    Sunday School                                     
10:30    Worship Service                      
  4:00    Quest Children                
  5:00    Youth                                

  5:00     Advent Bible Study 

 

Church Office Closed 
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Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 
8:30-12:00    1:00-3:30 

803-781-1626 
E-mail: smethodist@aol.com 

website: salemumcsc.com 
CCLI #1562077 

 

 

Worship Hours 

 
Sunday School:   9:30 am               

Sunday Morning                                                     
Worship:      10:30 am 

 

 

Newsletter Information 
If you would like to receive this newsletter by             
e-mail, or if you have questions, comments, or 
articles for the newsletter, please send an e-mail 
or call the church. 
Anyone who would like to submit an article or 
item for the January newsletter should do so by 
December 14th.   

E-Giving 
Please prayerfully consider giving to Salem United 

Methodist Church through our e-Giving program. 

Scan the QR code below to be taken to Salem’s    

donation page to present you offering. 

 

 
 

 

 

You can also visit the link:  

https://giving.ncsservices.org/App/Giving/ncs-2365 

 

OUR MINISTRY TEAM 

Jeff Childress — Pastor 
William Byrd — Pianist 

P. J. Garrett — Director of Children’s Ministries 
Sarah E. High — Director of Music 

Angie Lain — Business/Finance Manager 
Miriam Y. Lovett — Organist 

Jim Magann — Youth/Outreach Ministries 
Tina Overton — Director of Creative Ministries 

Marie Wicker — Administrative Assistant 


